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le C;ty, Southern Califor-
st can't get very far before
sight of the big smoothie

ur ears pick up on the distinctive,

d exhaust note that makes
tlon of the source 0 mstamiy

ccmmon ﬂGW

lerarouné-town ~

e ﬁerfomﬂan'ce y!eided by

e breakthrough units. The other &

ature comured by the image of the

lt S a clrche .

ctor?) and you admit now as then
‘was quite a package. The first four
der engine (in many years) for
public consumption, the first disc
- brake equipped stock bike, the electric
starter, that never before sound and
the smoothness. The Mach 1l and the
Honda Four really are responsible for
_ this whole super-bike phenomenon
upon us. Different strokes for different

' :"_folks you might say, but they were
_ the instigators.

~ Much has been saxd about the
. Honda's brakmg capacity, and it is

fully justified. The last time we tested
_the machine we stated that their front
_anchor was the best we had ever
| encolintered. We have no reason to
alter that statement at the present
time. We weren't at all surprised that

he second heaviest bike, the water-
| cooled, radfazor laden Suzuki was
. _heaviest at 535 wet, tipping the
scalesat518 pounds fully fueled, was

4 f‘strll the faster stopper during panic

_ stop testing from 65 mph. /n 35 to
O stopping the brand new 750 Ya-
maha edged the Honda by about eight

_ feet, coming to a halt within 37 feet.
The back brake is a good performer.
It will hop a bit during hard braking
but is fully controliable Just getting
'stopped within a certain number of
feet is not the only concern in eva-
luating braking performance. Stop-
ping can be a bit hairy if the rider
has difficulty maintaining control of
_ his rapidly decelerating machine. The
, /est on this count. Con-
centration is the key word in halting
_ that performer. The Honda certainly
boosts the operator's sense of well
being with very predictable, control-
lable stoppage Our tests from 35
duced no fade at all. Stopping
65 yielded a slight amount of

fade afte ihe ﬁrst anchor mssmg but

This is the brake that stopped the
best. Honda was the first ~
Japanese manufacturer to utilize
disc brakes and theirs is still the
best.

repeated efforts did not increase this

amount of fade. Binder performance

as we zapped around the race course

was comparable to that experienced

during panic stop testing. We got
smooth predictable fade free stopplng
at any speed.

We like to check at what speed the
rider first notices vibration on the
various mounts tested. We're still
waiting for the first indication. We
couldn’t notice any vibration. This
certainly is an important factor in the
comfort evaluation of any machine,
particularly those suitable for long
distance touring. The Honda was
edged by the Suzuki only as far as
overall comfort is concerned. The seat
is very accommodating for long
periods of time and ample enough for
a passenger to move about and pick

his or her spot on the saddle. Shorter

riders may have a problem getting
both feet firmly upon the ground be-
cause of seat height and width. For
anyone above 510" it is no problem.
Every once in a while we will glimpse
a smaller female type operator so ob-

_viously the problem is not insurmount-
able. Foot pegs are spring loaded and
folding. We liked the handlebar posi-
tioning but not the hand grips. They
are fluted and feel like they are mov-
ing as the right hand operates the
throttle. This requires maintaining
considerable pressure to keep the
throttle where you want it. A softer
pressure on the grips allows the throt-
tle to start shutting off beneath the
fingers. We also noticed that at times
it is necessary to move the right hand
forward on the throttle to get a more
comfortable grip during high speed
cruising. Otherwise the hand feels like
it is being bent back into the wrist
to a point of noticeable discomfort.
Throttle response itself is quite good
and very smooth. The problems are
only with the grip and the distance
it travels before reaching the wide
open throttle setting for fuel feeding.
The throttle just isn't a quick turn unit
and requires two twists to get it wide
open. ‘
The Honda is both a comfortable
and accommodating machine for two
up riding, and the power plant easily
counteracts the added weight so that
there is no noticeable affects in power
available when the rider gives it the
gas. There are noticeable handling
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__which is no bother solo, is reduced.
__ Youcan treally lean it over that much
___ before something will start dragging,
. :either the center stand or the passen-

_ger pegs. Other than having to take
it easier and refrain from hard corner-

___ up touring.
___ Another comfort to the Honda
__owner, other than physical consid-
__erations, is the price of this package
at $1,702 suggested retail, Los An-
eles. While it is a bit more than
yocket change, it is a bargain for a
buyer. Only the Kawasaki
1d Suzuki ($1,675) are
re are times on Los An-

as plentiful as VW's. To
own when it comes to four
el transportat:on Anyway a lot
ap%e must find the price worth
p dding, so to speak.
p until two months ago we have
a:d that nothing else has a sound like
the fascinating gurgling exiting from
_those four upswept mufflers. That was
_ before our trip to Japan to preview
_the new Kawasaki 900. Then the
__brand new 750 Yamaha arrived just
_days before our showdown testing
_ date, and once again we encountered
_a sound distinctive enough to be un-
__able to compare it to any other we
_have heard. Regardiess listening to
_a Honda is still a great big turn on.
_ Most motoreycles just sound like mo-
_torcycles—nothing wrong with that,
_mind you. Now we say the Honda is
_one of a select trio that sounds like
__more than just another motorcycle.
Aside from the accoustical pleasure,
, saund has another function, which is

_and ge i*"bex pen‘ormanc& Very little
’fpressure is required on the clutch. The
_ feel is very silky, almost verging on
___being too light. Unlike most bikes, the
_clutch doesn 't engage until the control
lever is almost all the way out. Gear-
_ box and clutch operation seem to im-
_prove with use, and initial perform-
ance was very smooth to begin with.

__quarter mile acceleration testinge.t.’s
_didn 't vary by more than six one hun-
dredths of a second in consecutive
__runs. The oniy fault we can mention

regarding the gear box is that it is not
. parttcularly\

atral at stophghts

__changes, however. Ground clearance, ’_

__ing the Four is quste suitable for two- |

S and freeways when the

' nm to rile the citizens. Our decibel
meter testmg ;3r0nounced the Handa,

' :‘v‘CQnStStEﬂC’y is the byword. During

ommodating when

While the men inspect the

centerstand for scrap Mes : _
’ Crope matks Wies, performance at the Orange County

B. suits up for passepger;_du’t

The electric starter ehmmates the
usual reluctance toward starting cold

vfor which the Honda product is
_known. Warm up time is a full four
_or five minutes. This /s ionger i‘haﬂ

any other bike tested

The single overhead cam engme‘
_emits very little engine noise and lives

up to its reputation regarding

smoothness. We feel a good part of
this can be explained by the five main
bearing crankshaft. Five carefully bal-
anced main bearings for the four cyl-
inder setup really cut engine vibra-

tion. Reduced crankshaft flexure also
noticeably proiongs bearing life. The
Honda powerplant is a sophisticated
piece of equipment requiring attentive
servicing. It's no big deal provided the
servicer is adequately experienced,
but we wouldn't recommend "'learn-
ing’' on this engine to the buyer who

likes getting his hands into his own

machine. Properly tuned the power-

__plant is impressive indeed.

pected from prior efforts,
_have finished very closely behind the
Norton (12.92) and the Triumph

We Werev quite disappoir{téd with

drag strip. E.t s were the most con-

_ sistent of any bike tested, but they

were slow . Only the water-cooler car

 1ying Suzuki and the new 750 Yamaha _
were slower, Best time was 1375

seconds with a speed of 98 .26

_ through the traps. During our last road
_test on the Honda we missed hitting
_ the twelves by only one twentieth of
_ a second and hit the ton, as they say
_across the Atlantic. Top speed, as
indicated by the speedometer without
Correction for inaccuracy, was also

down from 121 to 112 [f the Honda
had accelerated the way we had ex-
it should

(12.99) Although guickness was
diappointing, the execution of such
acceleration was not. We just wound

it up and dropped the hammer and

off we went It didn't want to rear
up on us. There was minimal ten-

dency exhibited toward breaking

loose out of the gate, and it tracked . \\

off straight ahead.




* During high speed roadability test-
 ing straight line tracking was excellent

_as was stability under acceleration.

~ There was no problem getting the

machine over in the corners, and

clearance during cornering was no

problem until a passenger was added.
Cornering then had to be approached

~with much more restraint because

there wasn't much travel left on the
shocks with the added weight. The
poor damping of the rear shocks is
the culprit. Tire traction was excellent
uhder acceleration and through hard
corners. Suspension, front and rear,
is very good for the solo rider. When
‘we tested the 750 last year we noted
_that the sudden throttle response in
|low gear was not to our liking. There
was a slight lag followed by a sudden
surge. Whatever the reason, we ex-
perienced no such response this time
around. ;

The Four is heavy, and its mas-
siveness, which disappears into con-
fidence-building roadability at speed,
is noticeable at low speeds. Admit-
tedly, bopping around town is not
what the Honda was designed for. It
wants to get out into open spaces and
just lope along all day from 80 to 100
without breaking a sweat. Around
town the massiveness has the reverse
reaction |t doesn tinspire confidence.
The weight on the front end is very
noticeable. You are aware that you
are operating over a guarter ton of
metal which seems very much aware
of Mr. Newton's law. Once away from
metropolitan confines, however, it's

adelight until or unless the old moun-

tain road twisties are encountered,
This is not its proper environment, and
you once again are aware of the
weight, particularly as some cafe racer
goes tracking by in a hard left hander.

Power comes on at about 4000

rpom. The engine is so smooth that you

can ride about town under 3000

_without knowing it, although it isn't
a recommended procedure. The ab-
sence of the usual noticeable lugging
permits it to happen. Starting off in
second gear is no big thing for the
inattentive operator. Power runs up
to about 8500. We shifted at about
eight grand. ; ‘

Speedometer readings were four to

five percent optimistic, Readability of
the speedometer and tachometer
were excellent although we noticed
some lag in the tach. We still don't
like key placement on the Honda, but
the kill switch position js excellent. We

didn’t have any problem going to the
headlights, directionals or horn with
the clutch hand.

The Honda Is an exceptionally du-
_rable machine and is an excellent exe-
_cution of preparing a machine for a
- designated purpose. One hundred
thousand Americans can’t be wrong.

Bob Braverman
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